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~ The appointment of Vlce Adm W. T, Raborn Jr,‘- ‘
; U.S.N retired, as Director of the Central Intelhgence B
i Agency c¢ame". a§, the kind, 'of -:surprise:. Presxdent :
:»Johnson loves o' Sprmg. Nearly everybody ‘else had
v "been mentmned a8, thie syccessor to John A McCone; -
" Admiral’ Raborn, though a Texan, was a complete,
dark horse. . - -
" A naval avmtor, Admlral Rabom is a- hlghly com-, .
petent officer; 'hig services .to the  nation in” the
% -promotion, mandgement. and - administration of the
¢.Polaris submarine missile program were outstarding.
"He is' the kind of man' who_:enlists and keepa’'thé
‘ .loyalties of subordindtes. He is also a man of sound |
* ‘judgment, well" acquainted inWagshington -and’ re-
p " spected both in the Pentagon ‘and -on Capitol Hill.'f_"
L All these virtues are.major, ’
" The', liabilities ‘are,. liowever, zmportant Admiral '
% Raborn has had Jittle. Intelligence experience;-and -
' the job of runnmg' the most -complex jntelligence -
b i operation i the’ world, and: of :coordinating other
S intelhgence orgamzatmns Jealous of thexr preroga-"'.

e _ , Well as tact charm and strength. Another llabihty_ a
: ~ |\ is Admiral Raborns age; he is-50.° o
,!.; The C.LA. post should be a nonpartisan; long-term ’
4 appomtment' it is absolutely essential for continuity
Iand effectiveness that mtelhgence be kept out of -
. politics and that it .be headed by men who will glve :
& to it-major- portnons of their lives. '
Fortunately, the companion, appomtment of Rlchard .
Helms as Deputy Director of the C.IL A., compensates,.,
xto a considerable degree for Admiral Raborn’s lack -
! of past mtellxgence -experience. Mr, - Helms is.one of*,
i “the most respected intelligence experts in, the COuntry
L —if anyone cs; be ca,lled expart m this fa.ntastically
[ dlfficult field, .. AT Ty
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